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CNR Rao says search committee should select IIT directors 

India's top scientist and Bharat Ratna awardee, CNR Rao questions human resource development ministry's selection 
process for directors of Indian Institute of Technology and insisted on the need for an 'eminent' search committee for 
selecting them. Speaking at the technology fest at IIT Roorkee, the scientist expressed concern over the way science and 
technology sector has been neglected by the government.  

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-cnr-rao-says-search-committee-should-select-iit-directors-2072536 

India's top scientist and Bharat Ratna awardee, CNR Rao questions human resource development ministry's 

selection process for directors of Indian Institute of Technology and insisted on the need for an 'eminent' search 

committee for selecting them. Speaking at the technology fest at IIT Roorkee, the scientist expressed concern 

over the way science and technology sector has been neglected by the government. 

Criticising the manner in which the government is going ahead with the selection process of IIT directors, Rao 

said, "The way the government is conducting the selection process, anybody with a PhD degree will aspire to 

become one. We need a search committee with people who are unblemished and can work selflessly." 

Rao has been insisting on scrapping the Search and Select Process for selecting the director and insists on going 

back to the old system, where a search committee comprising of stakeholders from technology institutes and the 

ministry would nominate scholars to head the premium institute. 

Without naming the HRD minister Smriti Irani, Rao went on to question her credentials. "A mediocre man will 

choose people better than them, but will choose more mediocre people. Bright people are not wanted," he said. 

Speaking to the students on the contribution of Rabindranath Tagore, Rao expressed dissatisfaction over the 

manner in which he has been neglected by the ministry. 

Addressing the students, Rao also raised concerns over the manner in which science and technology and 

education has been neglected by the current government. "Both education and science and technology budgets 

have been cut by this government. The world is moving very fast and we will not be able to match the pace," 

said Rao. 

In the National Education Policy 1986, it was recommended that education should get six percent from the GDP 

share. "But we have only got two percent of GDP share for education and 0.9 percent for science and 

technology," said Rao. 

Speaking along the sidelines of the tech fast, the scientist said that he had great hopes from prime minister Modi 

said, "He pays attention, but he has a lot of things to do. I hope the government gives more importance to 

science and technology." The scientist also informed that he had written to the Prime Minister raising several 

concerns, but is yet to here from his office. 
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Smriti to Lay Stone for IIT Today  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra_pradesh/Smriti-to-Lay-Stone-for-IIT-

Today/2015/03/28/article2734521.ece 

TIRUPATI:  Union HRD minister Smriti Irani will lay the foundation stone for IIT, IISER and IIIT at Pangur 

village in Yerpedu mandal of Chittoor district on Saturday in the presence of chief minister N Chandrababu 

Naidu and Union urban development minister M Venkaiah Naidu, state HRD minister Ganta Srinivasa Rao told 

newsmen here Friday. 

Chandrababu Naidu allotted `250 crore from the funds granted by the Centre to the state for this purpose. On the 

occasion, debates would be organised among students to bring their aspirations to his knowledge, he said. 

He stressed on the need to provide infrastructure at all the educational institutions through corporate social 

responsibility funds, apart from the funds released by the Centre. “We want to realise the CM’s vision to turn 

Tirupati as an educational hub. As part of it, all lapses in the industry would be weeded out, strict AICTE norms 

would be implemented and performance-based incentive system would be introduced to keep a check on 

teachers. All the new recruits to teacher posts would be made to take oath before joining,” he explained. 

Collector Siddharth Jain thanked the landowners, who facilitated in pooling lands for setting up the premier 

institutes, and welcomed those who are willing to give away their land for such projects. “We need around 100 

acres extra land for building IIT other institutes against the existing 500 acres. Land owners with constructive 

mindset would be encouraged and compensated for giving away land, for around `70 crore has already been 

allocated,” he said. 

Forest minister Bojjala Gopalakrishna Reddy, higher education commissioner Udayalakshmi and Tirupati MLA 

Suguna were present. 

  

IIST, IIT join hands to launch virtual lab  

Hindustan Times (Indore) 

INDORE: Indore Institute of Science and Technology (IIST) has collaborated with Indian Institute of 

Technology (Delhi) to organise workshops on virtual laboratories.  

IIST, being a nodal centre for virtual labs, is attempting to revolutionise engineering education in the city.  

Delhi faculties, including Tanmay Dass, Sanjeev Soni and Vipul Sharma, are a part of the project.  

Joy Banerjee, IIST director, said: “The virtual labs will help students, faculties and research scholars in gaining 

more knowledge without any hindrance or problem. As it’s a programme that completely runs on the internet 

with a free access to its common website for all participants, it’s surely the next big thing in the engineering 

education in the city.” DOON SCHOOL ANNOUNCES RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMME  

The Doon School has announced its residential Summer Doon Leadership Programme from June 1 to 15 at The 

Doon School’s estate in Dehradun, India.  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra_pradesh/Smriti-to-Lay-Stone-for-IIT-Today/2015/03/28/article2734521.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra_pradesh/Smriti-to-Lay-Stone-for-IIT-Today/2015/03/28/article2734521.ece
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The programme is open for all aspiring boys and girls aged between 14 and 18 years studying in classes 9-12 

from all over India and across the globe.  

According to school official, the school has also an approach to social service and leadership within its 

curriculum.  
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Contribute to be remembered, Kalam tells NIT students 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/haryana/contribute-to-be-remembered-kalam-tells-nit-students/article1-

1331049.aspx 

Former president and celebrated scientist, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, has said India needs innovation and creative 

thinking to develop technologies that will help it move ahead of other countries.   

“If the country’s status is to improve, we need to promote excellence in technology,” Kalam said, while 

delivering a speech during the 12th convocation of the National Institute of Technology, Kurukshetra, on 

Thursday.   

Known as the ‘Missile Man’ for his contribution to India’s ballistic missile and launch vehicles, Kalam said 

India ranked 60 in the latest Global Competitiveness Report and that it needed to change.   

“Excellence is not by accident. It is a process, where an individual or organisation or nation continuously strives 

to better oneself,” he said.  

He identified the technological breakthroughs in 2014 that contributed to the betterment of humanity and cited 

examples like the human embryonic stem cell technologies that could give mankind a cure for diabetes. 

He also spoke on convergence between space sciences, traction and rocketry technologies and the ‘internet of 

things’. 

 

The former president also urged students to strive to be remembered for creating societal changes by removing 

poverty through new technologies. He gave them an eight-point oath and called upon them to be enlightened 

citizens towards building the future society with innovation.  

 

INDRA NOOYI TO GRACE IIM-C CONVOCATION  

Hindustan Times (Kolkata) 

KOLKATA: PepsiCo chairman and CEO Indra Nooyi would visit IIM Calcutta to attend its 50th annual 

convocation in April. Nooyi, an alumnus of 1974-76 batch at IIM Calcutta, would be visiting the campus for the 

first time since taking charge of PepsiCo in 2006. The last time she visited IIM-C was in 2001.  

This is quite a big moment for the IIM-C alumni, and especially the present students, because Nooyi has been 

constantly featured in the Forbes magazine’s list of the world 100 most powerful women since 2008. She will 

address the IIM-C convocation as the chief guest.  
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KYOTO UNIV-BHU TO STUDY CLIMATE RESILIENCE 

OF KASHI 

Hindustan Times (Lucknow) 

As part of the Kyoto-Kashi pact, the Kyoto University on Friday signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 
the Banaras Hindu University (BHU) to undertake a joint study on ‘climate and disaster resilience of Varanasi: city, 
zone and ward profile’. It is the first time that the Kyoto University has inked an MoU with any Indian university.  

The Kyoto University on Friday signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Banaras Hindu 

University (BHU) to undertake a joint study on climate and disaster resilience of Varanasi. The study would 

examine the disaster resilience of the ward, zone and city profile.  

It is the first time that Kyoto University has inked an MoU with an Indian university. Shigeo Fujii, dean Kyoto 

University, and BHU registrar KK Upadhyay signed the MoU.  

Rajib Shaw of the Kyoto University and AK Raghubanshi, director, Institute of environment and sustainable 

development (IESD), BHU, were also present.  

As part of the agreement, Neha Sahoo, town planner and sanitation expert of Kyoto University and Pramit 

Varma of the BHU would carry out a research (PhD) on climate and disaster resilience of Varanasi. The study 

would be based on a questionnaire covering the five resilience-based dimensions- natural, physical, social, 

economic, and institutional — in which every dimension has five linked parameters.  

“Varanasi has its strength in social capital, household assets, education and awareness, water supply system and 

institutional collaboration. These collectively can enhance city’s physical, social, economic and institutional 

resilience,” Shaw said.  

Busy SDA market holds a quiet charm for the young and old 

Hindustan Times (Delhi) 

The market is popular because of its easy access and ability to cater to every generation 

NEW DELHI: Popular among the young and old alike, SDA (Safdarjung Development Area) market has stood 

the test of time. Even after 40 years, it’s still a favoured place among the ‘cool’ hang out zones in south Delhi. 

Located opposite to IIT- main gate, the market houses a number of food joints, bookshops, bank branches, gift 

shops, a repair shop, and even a small printing unit. Over the last six to seven years, SDA market has become a 

hub for food joints including coffee shops, bars and lounges. However, unlike other busy markets, it stands out 

for having maintained its fuss-free character in all these years. The place, though busy, has a quiet charm about 

it.  
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S BURMAULA / HT 

PHOTO Students from nearby IIT, JNU and South Delhi campuses prefer the market for its easy vibes.  

SDA market is thronged by students of IIT, nearby JNU campus and Delhi University’s south campus along 

with working professionals and residents of neighbouring areas throughout the day. A series of quirky 

restaurants, such as Chayos, What A Comic Show, Cafe Qahwa, and others dominate the market.  

Chaayos, a cosy shop, specializes in varieties of tea and cakes, and offers free wi-fi. It is a common sight to spot 

many with their laptops and tablets, happily sipping tea here. We spotted a bunch of college students having tea 

and playing good old ludo in tea shop’s open seating space. “We come here every day. It is a nice place to hang 

out unlike other markets that are too crowded and cramped for space,” said Anisha Shekhar, a final year student 

at Maitreyi College, and lives in Gurgaon. “Since Hauz Khas metro station is just 10 minutes away with a direct 

line to Gurgaon, I can afford to spend my evenings here,” she said, striking at her turn at ludo.  

Sahil Arora, another DU student, who lives in Vasant Kunj, said this place is home to him. “I just feel so 

comfortable here.”  

While Riddhi Sharma, also a south campus student, who lives in west Delhi, said, “It is our ritual to come here. 

Plus, they have a decent menu and wi-fi. Their Desi Chai is a hit.”  

What a Comic Show, Spice Aangan and Beeryani are other popular haunts here. “A lot of us just hop down here 

any time of the day for food or a drink or just to read a book. There is a subway connecting IIT to SDA. 

Beeryani has a lot of special offers for us and of course cheap beer,” said Ashish Mathur, pursuing chemical 

engineering at IIT-Delhi. While students flock Spice Aangan for their filling Shewarma rolls, What a Comic 

show is know for its quirky walls stacked with comic books and its experimental food menu.  

“Here, you can find covers of comics dating back to the 1950s and 60s. It cuts through all genres. You can find 

Archies, Diamond Comics, Superhero, TinTin and many others. Their shabalay (flattened fried momos) is a 

favorite among students,” said Zenab Mirza, who is doing her Masters in Spanish language from JNU.  

Besides these eateries, SDA market also has some familyrun food joints doing well like Little Punjab and 

Rainbow bakery. SDA market comes alive in the evenings. Many youngsters as well as elderly people can be 
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seen spending quiet time playing chess or carrom board. Kartar Singh Kochhar, whose shop is the oldest in the 

market, says while people earlier came here for errands, they now come here to spend good time.  

“You can often see people, both young and old, just sitting, engaged in conversations,” he said. Kochhar owns 

C-18, Satkar, a catering and tent business which is now expanded to design and event management.  

“We maintain the place and the surroundings. We make sure nobody meddles with the youngsters and that they 

feel safe sitting here at any hour of the day,” said Kocchar, who is also the president of the market association.  

Former prof slams ‘penalty regime’ at IIT’s design centre 

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/Former-prof-slams-penalty-regime-at-IITs-design-
centre/articleshow/46719555.cms 

Writes to former High Court Justice CS Dharmadhikari, claims many students were systematically targeted and forced to 
leave without completing the course. 
 
A former IIT-Bombay professor has sent a representation to former High Court Justice CS Dharmadhikari, alleging 
victimisation of students of the Industrial Design Centre (IDC). The centre was in news for refusing to enrol a student 
with learning disability under the physically disabled category in December 2013.  
 
In his representation, ex-professor Kirti Trivedi said several students have been harassed by the authorities in the last 
three years, and mentioned case studies of two such students. He said the students were "systematically targeted" and 
"forced to leave IDC without completing the course".  
 
In the letter, Trivedi said he served at the centre from 1975-2014, and that there have been several similar cases in the 
Product Design programme of IDC. He also attached mails elaborating on his correspondence with these students and 
faculty members, including the associate dean.  
 
The first case study is of a second-year student with a degree in architecture who was allegedly so de-motivated by the 
IDC professors that she cancelled her registration without completing the course. One of her emails to Trivedi in May 
2012 read, "I was made to believe by some of the faculties that I do not deserve to be here." She went on to add that 
she had lost faith in her capability of becoming a designer.  
 
Trivedi highlighted another case of a student who was allegedly targeted by the faculty with the intention of not 
allowing him to pass with a master's degree. The second-year student was given a fail-andrepeat (FR) grade in his project 
submitted in the first year and not allowed to register for the next project.  
 
At the time, Trivedi took up the case with the head of the department and even wrote to Anil Kakodkar, the then 
chairman of the board of governors at IIT-B.  
 
Trivedi called the student "an outstandingly talented one, with some skills better than many faculty members in IDC". In 
his emails, he said the student deserved a better grade. After a series of such mails sent out to various faculty members, 
the student's project was reviewed and he was given a provisional certificate. He was then allowed to register for the 
next project.  
 
Trivedi said the faculty's top priority was "to put a penalty regime in place for smooth academic functioning of the 
department". He appealed to Dharmadhikari to review the current academic environment impartially and 
independently, and improve the situation of the students. Dharmadhikari said he was planning to take the issue 
forward. 

 

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/Former-prof-slams-penalty-regime-at-IITs-design-centre/articleshow/46719555.cms
http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/Former-prof-slams-penalty-regime-at-IITs-design-centre/articleshow/46719555.cms

